
Collect Level, hosted by The Leedy-Voulkos Art Center, Presents:

ARTicles for a New Era 
This series will feature artists and their work from Collect Level’s Spring 2020 group show titled Collective 

Strength shuttered by the Covid-19 global pandemic.  Collect Level was founded by Artists Lori Raye Erickson 
and Christel Highland to increase success for productive, mid-career regional artists in the Kansas City Area.



Harold Smith’s Call to Courage
 
By:  Christel Highland

Artist Harold Smith has been furiously innovating since he started painting. About 20 
years ago, he started selling his own work on ebay. His first, an ongoing series called 
Men of Blues and Jazz is rooted in a blissfully industrious childhood memory of 
family. “I’m from Kansas City, but I grew up like a lot of Black people, where the 
whole family cleaned house on Saturday. That’s when jazz was playing on the 
turntable.” 
 
Smith says, “Not doing anything because you don’t have what you want won’t get 
you anywhere.” Read that again. Shortly after Harold Smith embarked on his art 
journey in the early 2000’s, he didn’t have the funds for supplies. Driving through his 
neighborhood one day, he found a pile of kitchen cabinet doors from a renovation 
project. He picked them up, and painted on them. Smith subsequently had his first 
show, titled Harold’s Garage Show. Smith was thrilled when a bunch of KCAI 
students showed up to his show, but that was only the beginning. 
 
 



One day in about 2005, Harold Smith was flipping through ArtNews. He decided to take out a small ad for $500 to promote himself. 
This led to a show in 2006 with the Martinero Gallery in Rhode Island, which landed him a feature at the 2008 Newport Jazz 
Festival. Another career highlight includes spending five weeks in France with the Cognac Blues Festival in 2014. 

Smith has issued a hopeful challenge to other Black Artists in the midst of this health crisis. “Don’t just wait for a stimulus check. 
Even in times of adversity, there is opportunity.” He thrives in a challenge and hopes that other artists can find creative paths toward 
success in these difficult times. He cites Madam CJ Walker, the first female self-made millionaire, who also happened to be 
African-American, as one of his inspirations. Ms. Walker created a line of hair and cosmetic products marketed to Black women. Not 
a huge fan of hip-hop, but the drive and innovation behind the successful Artist, Eazy-E is another inspiration for Smith. NWA’s 
Straight Outta Compton, a triple-platinum album which they self-released as an LP and sold after shows after being rejected by 
every record label they tried to land. Finally, he mentioned Author E. Linn Harris as another creative African-American hero. Openly 
gay, Harris’s work was rejected by publishers. Harris self published and marketed his novels through hair salons. He wrote fourteen 
novels, ten of which were consecutively number one on the New York Times bestseller list, one memoir, and edited an anthology. 
This is exactly the brand of artistic inventiveness that fuels Smith’s creative fire. 

Smith still works intermittently on his Jazz and Blues series but is fully engrossed in his newest series, Men of Color. He seems to 
find curative properties in the action of painting, “I don’t think about how it’s going to look when it’s done.” These newer works are 
vibrant, gestural, full of life, complicated, and deeply soulful. Utilizing the eyes as a window into the multilayered experience of Black 
men in America, Smith draws the viewer in and traps them in a gloriously complicated web built by skillful brushstrokes which speak 
to his wise and passionate perspective. In Harold Smith’s work we all can find hope, inspiration, carefully curated rage, but never 
peace.  
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Untitled, 2020 I

Man of Color Series
Harold Smith
36 x 48 inches
Mixed Media on Canvas

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Untitled, 2020 II

Man of Color Series
Harold Smith
48 x 60 inches
Acrylic and Oil Marker on Canvas

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Untitled, 2020 III

Man of Color Series 
Harold Smith
48 x 36 inches
Acrylic and Oil Marker on Canvas

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Untitled, 2020 IV

Man of Color Series
Harold Smith
60 x 48 inches
Acrylic and Oil Marker on Canvas

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

#
https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect

