
Collect Level, hosted by The Leedy-Voulkos Art Center, presents:

ARTicles for a New Era 
This evolving series will feature artists and their work from Collect Level’s Spring 2020 group show titled Collective 
Strength shuttered by the Covid-19 global pandemic.  Collect Level was founded by Artists Lori Raye Erickson and 

Christel Highland to increase success for productive, mid-career regional artists in the Kansas City Region.



Marcy Lally Articulates the Cycle of Life
By Christel Highland

“I come from a creative family. My Mother decided to go to art 
school when we were children in the 70’s,” Marcy says her 
Mother “always supported my creativity.” She remembers 
hanging out on the Kansas City Art Institute campus as a 
child, meeting local icons like Wilbur Niewald. She also spoke 
deeply and fondly of her Mother’s good friend from KCAI, 
Marleen Gold, who passed away very recently. She 
characterized Gold as extravagant, flamboyant, magnetic, and 
utterly lovely. She left an indelible mark on Lally’s child-mind 
as an example of who she aspired to become as a person and 
artist. 

One of Lally’s earliest fond memories is picking flowers in the 
woods. As a teenager, and throughout her early adult life, 
Lally found deep significance and purpose in designing 
arrangements to memorialize occasions. She has a deep and 
abiding love for the lore surrounding flowers. “I love them 
when they’re tight buds, when they’re blown out, and I even 
love them when they’re dead.” When Lally spoke about the 
origin of the work she does today, mosaic is as intrinsically 
part of her approach as the flowers she now creates.  



During and after art school, “I taught kid’s mosaic workshops.” Trained classically in marble sculpture, mosaic was something 
that she kept returning to, in no small part because she became very good at it. 
 
Lally had a mosaic show at The Leedy-Voulkos Art Center, and Jim Leedy, one of her sculpture teachers at KCAI, asked, why 
don’t you make your own flowers? That was a turning point for her as an artist. She considered this deeply, and is “so happy 
that I elevated my craft.” The connection between flowers and the earth is as inextricable as our own. She speaks of the clay 
as if it is human skin representing our own diversity. She works with it unglazed, utilizing the natural tones of the clay to 
connect the work to different places in the world.

As artists do, she had a collection of things that had been given her throughout the years for either inspiration or use in artwork. 
“A friend gifted me a goat skull. I eventually succumbed to mosaic again- but on skulls. I thought I was going to carve marble 
again, but the skull sold at my very first Hobbs Open Studio.” A new body of work was born that she finds herself returning to 
over and over again. “On a spiritual level, the skulls have led me to a relationship with the world I live in.” The skull became the 
perfect platform upon which to articulate the cycle of life.

Marcy Lally’s creations each portray something vastly different while always embodying the essence of the human condition. 
She thrives in dichotomy: there is always a sense of strength and fragility, of the fanciful and sedate. What she captures is 
created by the best fairy tales- a magnified awareness of our own vulnerability that the viewer cannot escape. Some have an 
adventurous feeling, as if you’re on a hike in Switzerland guided by Julie Andrews herself. Other pieces are seemingly sweet, 
with the allure of an old-fashioned candy shop or a carousel. The shadows they cast are all the same, however, ominous, and 
real, much like our own mortality. 
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Blue Boy, 2019

Marcy Lally
Deer skull with mixed media vintage plates 
and figurine
13 x 13 x 13 inches, dimensions variable
$1,200.00

Purchase this work online today, by clicking on this link.

https://leedy-voulkos-art-center-shop.square.site/product/Blue-Boy-Marcy-Lally-Collective-Strength/636?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=5
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The Rabbit Hole, 2019

Marcy Lally
Deer skull with mixed media ceramic flowers 
and figurines
11 x 12 x 9 inches, dimensions variable
$1,200

Purchase this work online today, by clicking on this link.

https://leedy-voulkos-art-center-shop.square.site/product/The-Rabbit-Hole-Marcy-Lally-Collective-Level/635?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=5
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Ancestral Belonging, 2019

Marcy Lally
Deer skull with mixed media ceramic flowers, 
handmade florals, plates and figurines 
14 x 15 x 14 inches, dimensions variable
$1,200

Purchase this work online today, by clicking on this link.

https://leedy-voulkos-art-center-shop.square.site/product/Ancestral-Belonging-Marcy-Lally-Collective-Strength/634?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=5
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Face The Music, 2020

Marcy Lally
Bison skull with mixed media vintage toy 
instruments, handmade ceramic flowers
27 x 22 x 12 inches, dimensions variable
$4,000

Purchase this work online today, by,  clicking on this link.

https://leedy-voulkos-art-center-shop.square.site/product/Face-The-Music-Marcy-Lally-Collective-Strength/633?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=5
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Full Circle, 2020

Marcy Lally
Female elk skulls adorned with handmade 
terracotta flowers, sculpted black bird and 
feathers 
19 x 14 x 8 inches each, dimensions variable
5,000 pair

Purchase this work online today, by clicking on this link.

https://leedy-voulkos-art-center-shop.square.site/product/Full-Circle-Marcy-Lally-Collective-Strength/632?cp=true&sa=false&sbp=false&q=false&category_id=5

