
Collect Level, Hosted by The Leedy-Voulkos Art Center, Presents:

ARTicles for a New Era 
This evolving series will feature artists and their work from Collect Level’s Spring 2020 group show titled Collective Strength 

shuttered by the Covid-19 global pandemic.  Collect Level was founded by Artists Lori Raye Erickson and Christel Highland to 
increase success for productive, mid-career regional artists in the Kansas City Area.



Sabrina Staires Connects Us to A New World

By Christel Highland

Sabrina Staires is the daughter of an environmental scientist and cultural 
maven. Her Father was one of the first in all of the Midwest to tout the dangers 
of asbestos, and own an electron microscope, the latter utilized to confirm the 
existence and danger of the former. While he was busying himself with saving 
lives by clearing the air of dangerous microscopic particles, Staires’ Mother was 
busy taking her and her sisters to plays, the symphony, dance performances, 
piano lessons (Staires played classical piano competitively as a child). Her 
Mother helped develop the Inner City dance program that brought Alvin Ailey to 
Oklahoma City. On her own, she spent countless hours in her father’s darkroom. 
Most of our childhoods are far from idyllic, and hers was no exception. That 
said, there are always seeds of ourselves planted in childhood that remain and 
flourish. 

In college, Staires found a new perspective in the bible belt brand of evangelical 
Christianity. “It was an active, alive experience.” There she found refuge from the 
abuse and trauma of her teen years. She and her husband moved first to 
Massachusetts and then to Kansas City, but the restriction of evangelism eventually 
became overwhelming. It was in Kansas City that Staires then became interested in 
a wider path. She educated herself, and built practices that rooted herself to a new 
reality as a spiritual being in a physical world. This led to the discomfort of 
necessary changes:  she broke from the church, she left her husband, she found a 
new community of friends, starting her new life as a single Mother. 



Eventually Staires found employment at The KC Star. There she had access to the knowledge of seasoned photographers, several camera 
formats, their large darkroom (back when photographers used film), and she flourished. Eventually she left for The Pitch, where she remained 
for over 20 years. It was there she developed her unique journalistic style of portraiture. She photographed mayors, presidential elections, small 
business owners, and artists. Typically photographing three concerts a week, she had the pleasure of photographing Tina Turner, Carlos 
Santana, and Bruce Springsteen, but she really loved shooting blues musicians at the Grand Emporium. Staires eventually opened a 
commercial studio and gallery in the Crossroads Arts District. There she hosted one of the first kid centric art shows, Life at 3 Feet, a show of 
selfies (before they were called selfies), as well as the work of notable photographers. It was during this time that she began the long process of 
integration that still continues today- bringing her interest in health, spirituality, and art together. Located right down the street from Boulevard 
Yoga, she found respite in the healing arts, and began her study of energy medicine, massage, and yoga.

Now Staires is taking long, deep plunges into work that profoundly speaks on multiple levels. This started 5 years ago with Echo, a series that 
explores the after effects of lead and zinc mining in Picher, Oklahoma. With a deep reverence for the land and the lives affected, she lovingly 
documented the area while elevating a discourse involving the cultural value of land and how that directly affects human well-being, begging the 
question, “are we just producers and consumers?” Traveling to places that interest her and to further this conversation, she spoke passionately 
about Sacred Spaces, which is a more recent series that evolved from a desire to experience existence in a Dark Sky Zone. Evidently, there are 
24 such areas in the world, one of which is at the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve near Alamosa, Colorado where, as she put it, 
one is surrounded by “nothing but sky, galaxies, and your smallness.” 

There is a triadic balance of spiritual depth, scientific inquiry, and aestheticism in all of Staire’s work. There is an otherworldliness, a 
timelessness, an acknowledgement of the unknown sewn into the fabric of each piece that is, in a word, haunting. She firmly believes there are 
multiple levels to everything that is happening around us. “There’s truth in everything, but that’s not the only truth,” she says. The conveyance of 
space in her work allows the viewer to enter into these worlds that are simultaneously real and seemingly imagined wherein one is transported 
into a different mindset- one where time to contemplate existence is of the utmost importance.   
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Great Sand Dunes 1, 2020

Sabrina Staires

handmade Japanese mulberry paper, 
archival ink, 1920's 14k gold hand wrapped 
silk thread, gold leaf

6 x 6 x 2 inches

$350

Or  

16 x 16 x 2 inches

$600

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Great Sand Dunes 2, 2020

Sabrina Staires

handmade Japanese mulberry paper, 
archival ink, 1920's 14k gold hand wrapped 
silk thread, gold leaf

6 x 6 x 2 inches

$350

Or  

16 x 16 x 2 inches

$600

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Great Sand Dunes 3, 2020

Sabrina Staires

handmade Japanese mulberry paper, 
archival ink, 1920's 14k gold hand wrapped 
silk thread, gold leaf

6 x 6 x 2 inches

$350

Or  

16 x 16 x 2 inches

$600

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Great Sand Dunes 4, 2020

Sabrina Staires

handmade Japanese mulberry paper, 
archival ink, 1920's 14k gold hand wrapped 
silk thread, gold leaf

6 x 6 x 2 inches

$350

Or

16 x 16 x 2 inches

$600

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Great Sand Dunes 5, 2020

Sabrina Staires

handmade Japanese mulberry paper, 
archival ink, 1920's 14k gold hand wrapped 
silk thread, gold leaf

6 x 6 x 2 inches

$350

Or  

16 x 16 x 2 inches

$600

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Great Sand Dunes 6, 2020

Sabrina Staires

handmade Japanese mulberry paper, 
archival ink, 1920's 14k gold hand wrapped 
silk thread, gold leaf

6 x 6 x 2 inches

$350

Or  

16 x 16 x 2 inches

$600

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Man and Dune, 2020

Sabrina Staires

color dibond print under acrylic glass

25 x 25 inches

$1500

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect
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Child and Dune, 2020

Sabrina Staires

color dibond print under acrylic glass

25 x 25 inches

$1500

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect


Great Sand Dunes 1-6, 2020

Sabrina Staires

handmade Japanese mulberry paper, archival 
ink, 1920's 14k gold hand wrapped silk 
thread, gold leaf

6 x 6 x 2 inches, $350

Or  

16 x 16 x 2 inches, $600
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Child and Dune, 2020

Sabrina Staires

color dibond print under 
acrylic glass

25 x 25 inches, $1500

Man and Dune, 2020

Sabrina Staires

color dibond print under 
acrylic glass

25 x 25 inches, $1500

For purchase inquiries, please click on this link.

https://www.leedy-voulkos.com/collect

